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Dl 20l “Where’s Chanukah Harry?”
Volume 1,
— Welcome to this Specilal Report
As you read this, you are This entire weekend is meant to bring
probably sitting in your small bed in us closer together as a chapter and
the Sanborn Park Hostel, thinking even during the elections, where
about AZA and how much different Alephs will run against each
homework you have when you get other, all members should act
home. Enjoy this time spent with respectfully and fraternal to their
your closest friends and hopefully brother Alephs.

you can learn something about
fraternity and the meaning of true
brotherhood.

-Noah

The “Chanukah” Hyphy

By Jason Garcia Hyphy (hi-fee) - crazy, high-energy,

tem mental
The Hyphy Movement has struck emperamenta

the bay area like lightning. Names like
Mistah Fab, Keak Da Sneak and E-40
are among a few of the most popular
Bay rap artists. What is hyphy? Well,
its meaning is derived from the word
crunk, used on the east coast and down
south. Hyphy's direct definition
according to urban dictionary is crazy,
high-energy, and temperamental. This
phenomenon that is the Hyphy
Movement has influenced many
teenagers today (aka Justin Bettman).
What makes the Hyphy Movement so
popular to the youth of the Bay area?
It's a mix of today's rap with lyrics
that incorporate events and places

Thizz - A pill that is ingested orally,
usually ecstasy

Thizz face - A look upon one's face as
though they just smelled something fow!

Scraper (sc-rae-per) - An automobile
used for transportation

Ghost Ride - The name for the act of
exiting an automobile in motion, hopping
onto the moving automobiles hood, and
dancing while there is no driver. This
creates the illusion that a ghost is
driving your automobile.

that are seen quite often around the . ——
Bay. Many people don't fully Bl A
understand the meaning of many hyphy ""')',‘é

words, so here's the breakdown: NATIO;
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Titles and Slogans

There are two schools of thought when it comes
to planning events and coming up with their titles.
The first is to come up with a title that embodies
a theme for the event and use that as a
springboard to develop the programming. The
second school of thought is to take all the
aspects of an event and come up with an
appropriate title that correctly markets the
event.

When I give advice to alephs about event planning
I find it's important to talk about the significance
a title can have. If they don't know exactly what
they want to do during their event I often
suggest approaching it from the first school of
thought and coming up with a great theme. If
they have set ideas in mind already than I
recommend the second school of thought.

If you approach the event from the first school
of thought than you have to ensure the title is not
too limiting since it will cause you to think of
programming from an isolated niche. Likewise it
can be too broad and uninspiring and then your
event will lack cohesion and a resonating message.
One that is creative and goofy can lead to
inspirational programming, while one that is dull
and unimaginative can lead to blandness in the
event. Of course, a bad event title does not
necessarily make a bad event, but more than not a
great one can help craft something creative.

If you approach the event from the second school
of thought than you should make sure you really
have a clear goal in mind of what you want to
happen at the event and in that case the title can
take a back seat. The title should then be a
recruitment message. I't can be vague and curious
and its intended purpose is to cause alephs to be
inquisitive and want to check out the event.

It seems BBYO is in a crossroads about which
school of thought dominates their new slogan
"Meaningful Jewish Experiences for Jewish Teens
Worldwide." This slogan by comparison to the old
mantra of “building future Jewish leaders"” is a

passive one. I't implies that BBYO aims to get as
many Jewish teens involved in BBYO in any
capacity and that the focus is experiences or
attendance. There is not as much focus placed on
leadership or an active role in development of
Jewish leaders.

If you were to approach the new slogan from the
first school of thought you would assume that
BBYO is shifting gears from a leadership and
youth led organization to one whose aim is to get
to as many Jewish teens at all costs. A slogan of
course sets an attitude and is the basis for an
organizations mission. Therefore, it is no surprise
that at the Vegas conference, a member of the
national staff commented that with teens being
so busy these days in their other extra curricular
activities it is understandable that most alephs
are passive participants in events and leadership
roles can no longer be “climbed up to.” The
mindset being that it is more important for
Jewish teens to attend BBYO events than it is
for them to plan them.

If you approach the new slogan from the second
school of thought than you find a situation where
BBYO is taking a passive role. It would imply that
any new policy is geared toward recruitment and
the title is the most appropriate, vague, and
enticing way to recruit new members. It would
imply that the organization is taking a corporate
approach where numbers are key and recruitment
top priority.

Titles are importance. They define us in many
ways we do not realize and they define our
actions and perceived intents. Make events
meaningful and the title can just be a blurb to
attract people. Create a great theme and you will
build your event to match your mission. Maybe its
just important to first really know what you want,
and everything else will just fall into place.

Fraternally Submitted,

Tomer Kagan
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Shakira, Shakira, I Made
It out of clay!

A Music Review With Aaron Lerner

Shakira, the Columbian pop star, came out with her
hits Hip's Don't Lie and Whenever, Wherever in 2000.
She sings with using Spanish and English at the same
time, while singing about sex and love. The Columbian
style adds some extra spice to it.

Sometimes, it is very hard to hear her sing. The first
song, Hip's Don't Lie, is exactly about what the title
is. “So you know I'm out tonight.." and "O baby when
you talk like that, you make a woman go mad, so be
wise, and be full, feeding the size of my body.” The
very descriptive language makes me imagine what the
song is about. The melody itself is very impressive
for a pop song, while condoning themes that you would
normally here in rap.

Whenever, Wherever, another hit of Shakira's, has
very similar themes to that of Hip's Don't Lie. The
title can be very deceiving to what the song is about.
The song is just about love and sex. The song goes on
talking about her missing her love. The song has nice
background music, but the wording could be improved.
The melody is very popish, but unfortunately, there is
no Hispanic flavor to it.

The CD Shakira's Hits is very good to others in the
same genre. I would definitely prefer it to Brittany
Spears or Christina Ague lira. Shakira does that
sound like a dieing sheep when she sings, unlike
Brittany Spears. Nor does she sound like a man, like
Christina Ague lira. Her singing in the CD is very
good, but sometimes the change in her pitch can get
on you're your nerves. In my opinion, the CD is

3
definitely worth it over other pop CD's.

The CD is equally as good as Shakira's
other CD's. Some of the songs she sings in
Spanish, others in English. Other albums
are worth listening to, but you should at
least try this one.

Most of her music before has come out all
over Latin America and Spain. In a way,
Shakira could be a Spanish folk singer,
even though her father is of Lebanese
descent. She came out in America only
about five years ago, and it is no wonder
she is famous.

Anyone who likes pop should buy this CD.
If you do not like Spanish, or pop, I would
not recommend it. You would listen to this
CD perhaps during a dance competition,
background music for a movie, or just
listen to it ona car ride. Sometimes, the
music on the CD can be motivating. The
CD is definitely worth the money fo gef,
and really stands out in the pop genre. You
should definitely get it if you like Spanish
culture mixed with pop. Although it may
be expensive, you will regret not getting
it, and the CD is definitely worth the
money.

Album: Shakira's Hits
Artist: Shakira
Genre: Pop

srars: KK XX EXEX
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8 Presents

By Noah Johnson

When we were kids, our vision of
Chanukah was different. Each year we
would look forward to the Festival of
Lights as a time where we as children
were rewarded and given gifts, one for
each of the eight nights. As this
tradition deteriorates and we receive
one present from our families, we must
find a different motivation for Chanukah
other than receiving presents.

Chanukah represents a triumph, a rare
victory of the Jews over a foreign
oppressor. After the destruction of our
only sacred Temple, we struggled to
rebuild it and found not only were we a
battered and tired people, we were
short on supplies.

A small flask of oil lit our candles for
eight nights and SHAZAAM, Chanukah is
born. This theme attracts me to wanting
to be triumphant in everything I do and
striving for the top, just like the
Maccabees under Syrian rule.

Chanukah also brings us together
like no other holiday. What more
can you ask from a celebration that
offers dreidel, latkes, and
chocolate gelt? It makes me feel
like I'm part of a community, like
by celebrating together we are
driving the Syrians out all over
again.

Try to think about your last
Chanukah experience. Were you
having a good time? Chances are
you were. Nothing screams wild
party like a good old-fashioned
Chanukah blowout.

So don't feel down if your folks are
cutting of f your present supply,
there just telling you to open up
the door to other Chanukah
pleasures. Cheer up, old fellow.

Happy Chanukah!
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A Soviet Chanukah

Stalin's Home Town Going Back To Russia for the Holidays
A Different Perspective By Aaron Lerner

As Russian President Vladimir Putin continues to try to retain former soviet republics and get
them under his control, it is clear that countries such as the Ukraine and Belarus are now
w becoming apart of the former soviet empire. As tensions rise between the two countries
Russia and Georgia, the United states waits to see what will happen as it is tied down with
% Bush's war in Iraq, the possibility of an east Asian arms race, and the possibility of a nuclear
2 armed Iran,

: In 2003, Georgia underwent a Rose Revolution that swept Eduard Shevardnadze from -
2 power. But in the street demonstrations that raised up Mikhail Saakashvili, Moscow sees what &
% U.S. president George W. Bush can do with his goals of spreading democracy. Since then, :
% Moscow has not been very happy, as Saakashvili is embracing western alliances such as the EU
and NATO. Since the 1990s, Moscow has supported secessionists in Abkhazia and South

% Ossetia, who wish to break free of Georgia and rejoin Russia. But recently, Mikhail

% Saakashvili went a bit o far and arrested four Russian military officers. Putin declared the

% arrests as “state terrorism, saying that it is similar to crimes that are a sign of the political
legacy of Lavrenti Pavlovich Beria." Both Stalin and Beria were from Georgia. As a result,

2 Putin issued harsh sanctions on Georgia, began unleashing massive racist xenophobia against

% Georgia, and started deporting hundreds of native Georgians declaring them as illegal
immigrants. These actions are literally choking the tiny country of 5 million, whose economy is
heavily dependent on Russia, as 1/5 of the Georgian population works in Russia . As the
situation gets worst, Georgia can only hope that Russia will restraint itself, and forgive
Georgia even after they released the four officers. As Mikhail Saakashvili tries to embrace
the EU and NATO, it continuously gets harder for him to do so. As the EU depends on
Russian gas and oil, the EU will not be able to side with Georgia. The U.S. is too pre -occupied
with other problems; perhaps Georgia will be forced to face Russia alone. Perhaps Putin's goal
is to create a counter-revolution in which Saakashvili will be ousted and be replaced by a
leader who is loyal to the Kremlin. If Russia's goals are to bring Georgia back into its orbit,
then perhaps the tiny democracy is doomed and the Rose Revolution has failed

I really hope that the U.S. does not choose to pick a side on this issue. As we are
depending on Russia to help us deal with Iran and North Korea, and as Moscow gets closer to
our major trading partner China, if we did support Georgia, perhaps both powers would turn
their backs to the United States. As powerful as I would like America to be, this is where our
power is clearly limited. If Georgia were to join NATO and Russia were to attack Georgia,
then Article V of the NATO treaty would force us to treat an attack on Georgia as an attac k
on the United States. What America does not need is a war with Russia, especially after a 50
year long Cold War. In spite of the fact that Georgia is a fellow democracy, we must realize
the America cannot be the world's police. As syndicated columnist Pa t Buchanan says “The
destiny of that region will be determined by the dominant powers that reside there: Russia,
China, Turkey, Iran. Not by us.” We must stop meddling so much in the politics of central Asia
for America's own good. If diplomacy fails for G eorgia, then America can only hope that there
is no bloodshed in that region.



